NATI ONAL TRANSPCORTATI ON SAFETY BOARD

THE EL FARO | NCl DENT OFF THE; NTSB Acci dent No.
COAST OF THE BAHANVAS ON . DCA16MMDO1
OCTOBER 1, 2015 :

| NTERVI EW OF: CHRI' S DEBERRY

Monday,
Cct ober 12, 2015

Jacksonville, Florida

BEFORE:

M KE KUCHARSKI, NTSB

U. S. Coast Cuard
MELI SSA SERRI DGE, TOTE Servi ces
AL SHEPHERD, ABS
KEVIN STI TH, TOTE Servi ces
LESLEY STOCKER, Portus

PRESENT ON BEHALF OF THE | NTERVI EVNEE
ROBERT DEES, ESQ.

This transcri pt was produced from audi o
provi ded by the National Transportation Safety Board.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

P-ROGCGEEDI-NGS

MR, KUCHARSKI: Ckay. Good afternoon
everyone. This is Mke Kucharski fromthe NTSB. | am
the group chairman for the Operations Goup. And we
| ook at nautical, navigation, cargo type issues.

And I'mas | nentioned, fromthe NTSB
W're neeting here at the Marriott Hotel in
Jacksonville. And we're getting ready to interview
Chris Debour -- I'"msorry, Deberry, Deberry, relating
to the accident or incident with the El Faro RoLo ship
owned by SeaStar Lines.

The purpose of this investigation is to
i ncrease safety, not to assign fault, blame or
l[iability. The NTSB cannot offer any guarantee of
confidentiality or immnity fromlegal or |icense
actions.

A transcript or sunmary of the interview
will go into the public docket. The interviewe can
have one representative of your choice, of the
i nterviewee's choi ce.

The representative may not testify for the
interviewer representatives -- I'msorry, for the
interviewee. The representative's comments shoul d be

limted. And objections are not grounds for the NTSB

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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to refrain from asking questions.

And let ne just stop there. Were it says,
the NTSB cannot offer any guarantee of confidentiality
or inmmunity fromlegal or |icense actions, we cannot
bring them W have no enforcenent powers.

So, you know, | nean, the police type, we
don't have that. Qurs is pure just to determ ne
probabl e cause. So, are we clear on that?

MR. DEBERRY: Yes, sir.

MR. KUCHARSKI: You know, as far as that
goes. M. Deberry, do you mind if we tape this
i nterview?

MR, DEBERRY: Not at all.

MR. KUCHARSKI: | think I nentioned to you
outside that you're welcone to request a copy of the
transcript. Please nake sure you do. And we'll send
it to you before it's put on the public docket.

MR. DEBERRY: Ckay.

way, that is not released until right about when the

bi g Board, the National Transportation Safety Board

convenes in Washington. And it's in a major forum
But, that's about when the docket

i nformati on goes public. The information goes public.

MR. DEBERRY: (kay.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR, KUCHARSKI: Ckay. Any questions?

MR. DEBERRY: No, sir.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Ckay. |'d like to go around
the room |'ve introduced nyself. [1'Il start to ny
left for the other attendees of this interview, for
themto identify thensel ves. M an?

M5. STOCKER: |'m Leslie Stocker, the R sk
Manager for Portus.

MR, SHEPHERD: Hi, ny nane is Al Shepherd.
I"mwith the Arerican Bureau of Shipping. | deal with
Managenent Systens Certifications and Corporate Audits.

MR STITH Kevin Stith with TOTE Servi ces.
|"'min the Operations G oup.

M5. SERRIDGE: Melissa Serridge, HR Manager
for TOTE Services. And I'min the Human Factors G oup.

MR B Vith the Coast
Guard. I'mwth the Qperation's G oup.

MR. DEES: Robert Dees. |'mthe attorney
for Portus.

MR. KUCHARSKI: Okay. Just as attorney for
Portus, you're not in the groups. So, are you also a
personal representative of the interviewe?

MR. DEES: If -- | think it's his choice.
And if M. Deberry wants ne to act as his persona

representative, then | will be in that role.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR. DEBERRY: Yes, sir.

MR. KUCHARSKI: Yes. He will -- okay. He's
-- you're with --

MR DEES: Okay.

MR, KUCHARSKI: M. Deberry, sorry, what did
you say? D d you say yes?

MR. DEBERRY: Yes.

MR. KUCHARSKI: Okay, great. Thank you.
Ckay. It is now 1326 on Monday the 12th. And we'l|l
start the interview

M. Deberry, would you tell us your title

pl ease?

2

DEBERRY: Vessel Superintendent.

2

KUCHARSKI :  Vessel Superintendent. Wo
do you work for?

DEBERRY: Portus Services.

KUCHARSKI :  Portus, P-OR-T-US?

DEBERRY: Yes, sir.

2 3 3 3

KUCHARSKI : Services? Geat. And would

you spell your nane for the record?

MR. DEBERRY: My nane, full nane?

MR. KUCHARSKI : Pl ease.

MR. DEBERRY: On ny |icense?

MR. KUCHARSKI : Pl ease.

MR, DEBERRY: It's Christopher, GCHRI-ST-

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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OP-HER Mtthew, MA-T-T-H E-WDeberry, DE-B-E-R R
Y.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Ckay. Thank you.

MR. DEBERRY: Sure.

MR, KUCHARSKI: And you nentioned on your
license. 1Is this a driver's license that you're
t al ki ng about ?

MR. DEBERRY: Yes, sir.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Ckay, great. So, you're
Vessel Superintendent. And could you give us sone
background before you cane to this position, of your
maritime related schooling? O courses? O
enpl oynent ?

Everything relating directly to your current
posi tion.

MR. DEBERRY: M background out there, so

|'ve been there 18 years. So |'ve been there since |

was a kid. Previous, | don't have any. | went to
school . | went to work there. |'ve been there ever
Si nce.

| started out as a gang man. And j ust
slowmy worked ny way up, you know.
MR, KUCHARSKI: And what is a gang nan?

MR DEBERRY: Just a basic |abor -- |abor

guy.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR, KUCHARSKI: So you worked for Portus as
a | abor guy?

MR. DEBERRY: Well, it was previously
Coastal Maritine Services. But, yes.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Ckay. And did you also act
as a |longshoreman any of that time?

MR. DEBERRY: Yes. Wll, what do you
consi der a | ongshor eman?

MR, KUCHARSKI: Well, tell nme what you did
then as a gang man and then working your way up. Could
you give us?

MR. DEBERRY: | started out in |ashing,
which is tying the equi pnment down. And then | worked
my way into the top man, which is the guy up top on the
weat her deck.

Overseeing for the crane operator, |anding
the containers. WMking sure they |land correctly.

Twi st | ocks are | ocked. Lashing those containers as
wel | .

And then | noved into the Ship Foreman role.
Whi ch was basically just the foreman of -- basically
the highest job in the union. Just overseeing
everything fromunl oading the cargo, |oading the cargo,
| ashi ng the cargo.

And then | was noved to managenent. And

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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that's where |'ve been ever since.

MR. KUCHARSKI: And when you noved to
managenent, so you went from Ship Foreman to Vesse
Superi nt endent ?

MR. DEBERRY: Yes, sir.

MR. KUCHARSKI: And you said union. Wat
uni on was that?

MR. DEBERRY: Sl U.

MR, KUCHARSKI: SIU  And when you were a
Ship Foreman, that was as an Sl U nenber?

MR. DEBERRY: Yes, sir.

MR. KUCHARSKI: Are you still an SIU nenber?

MR. DEBERRY: No, sir.

MR. KUCHARSKI: No. Okay. Any other unions
t hat you bel ong to?

MR. DEBERRY: No, sir.

MR, KUCHARSKI: | won't say it. [|'ll
refrain. So, Vessel Superintendent now. You worked
for Coastal. You started out |ashing and doing al
ki nds of jobs.

And you said that |ashing the cargo was
basically securing the cargo to the deck of the ship?

MR. DEBERRY: Yes, sir.

MR. KUCHARSKI: Okay, great. And now at

your present position as the Vessel Superintendent, can

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com




o o~ W DN P

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

you tell us what your duties would be?

MR. DEBERRY: Yes. Now | nanage | abor.
SeaStar orders |labor, we bring the labor in. And I
oversee it just to nmake sure everything' s getting done.

Maki ng sure the cargo is getting unlashed.
Maki ng sure mnmy guys are working, you know.

MR. KUCHARSKI: So it's purely |abor?

MR, DEBERRY: Yes.

MR, KUCHARSKI: You don't do anything el se
with stow plans or cal cul ati ons or anythi ng?

MR. DEBERRY: | do do stow plans soneti nes.
Fromtinme to tinme, nme and another guy rotate. But yes,
nothing to do with cal cul ati ons.

MR KUCHARSKI: Ckay. And who would do the
stow plans on the ship? For the ship? The pre-stow
and the stows, do you know?

MR. DEBERRY: Butch Newkirk and nysel f
rotate. There are two of us.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Ckay.

MR. DEBERRY: Now that's stow plans. Not
anything to do wth cal cul ati ons.

MR KUCHARSKI: And does Butch Newkirk work
for you or is he a counterpart to you? Sane
superi nt endent ?

MR. DEBERRY: Sane.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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do with it, | don't know.

and the final stow plan?

t he cal cul ati ons pre-stow.

calculations for stability.

MR, KUCHARSKI :

Do you have a final

And you give it TOTE?
MR DEBERRY:
MR, KUCHARSKI :
happens after that?
MR. DEBERRY:
every tinme we do a bay plan,
i medi at el y.
TOTE' s putti

10

MR, KUCHARSKI: Ckay. D d you actually do
the stow plan for the El Faro?

MR. DEBERRY: No, sir.

MR. KUCHARSKI: Okay. |Is there such a thing
as a pre-stow plan?

MR. DEBERRY: Yes, sir.

MR. KUCHARSKI: And who hol ds onto that?

MR. DEBERRY: Everybody gets a copy, sir.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Everybody. So, the ship
gets a copy of the pre-stow plan?

MR, DEBERRY: W give it to TOTE. \Wat they

So you do the pre-stow plan

al so?

Yes.

And then you don't know what

Yes they -- they're putting it

in a systemthe entire tinme throughout the day as we --

they get a copy

ng it in their system Doing

Not pre-stow, sorry. The

And that's it.
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So, did you -- during the course of the E
Faro's | oad-out the 28th/29th of Septenber, you gave
this pre-stow information to who?

MR. DEBERRY: Well, | didn't, because |
wasn't stow ng the vessel that day. But, we give it to
t hem

MR, KUCHARSKI: Ckay. | wll nention, we'll
have to get Butch Newkirk in here then. But, 1'll get
basi c i nformation.

So, because | probably -- so you were not
working the ship at all?

MR. DEBERRY: | was working the ship. | was
-- just wasn't stow ng that day.

MR. KUCHARSKI: So what were you working the
shi p doi ng?

MR. DEBERRY: Managi ng | abor. Just
supervi sing | abor.

MR. KUCHARSKI: So would you go down
physically on the ship?

MR. DEBERRY: | can't recall if | did that
day. But yes, normally | make runs through there, go
on the ship, come up the ship and nmake sure the guys
are wor ki ng.

MR. KUCHARSKI: But you -- are you | ooking

at the |ashings or anything |like that?

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR. DEBERRY: Onh, yes.

MR. KUCHARSKI: So, do you recollect | ooking
at the | ashings on that day?

MR. DEBERRY: Yes, we | ook everyday on every
vessel .

MR. KUCHARSKI: Okay, let -- I know you said
we. |'m asking you, because we just need to find out
who is the person that is checking things?

MR. DEBERRY: W have a ship foreman that is
checking that all day | ong.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Ckay. Yourself, were you
physi cal |y checking any?

MR. DEBERRY: No, sir.

MR. KUCHARSKI: Okay. Sorry, |I'mnot trying
to trap sonebody. |I'mjust trying to understand.
Because we get so many little conflicting things that
it's -- we need to really find --

MR. DEBERRY: Oh, | know.

MR. KUCHARSKI: CQut who it is that was
physically there | ooking at these different things.
So, on that particular day, Butch Newkirk did the pre-
stow pl ans and the stow pl ans?

MR. DEBERRY: Yes, sir.

MR. KUCHARSKI: Ckay. Do you have any type

of log that you keep of events during the day?

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR. DEBERRY: Yes.

MR. KUCHARSKI: Is it called the |og?

MR. DEBERRY: W call it our receipt for
extra servi ces.

MR KUCHARSKI: |'msorry?

VMR. DEBERRY: A receipt.

MR, KUCHARSKI: A receipt for extra
servi ces?

MR. DEBERRY: Yes.

MR KUCHARSKI : And does this docunent
proceed -- do you put tines in there and -- when

certain things happen?

MR. DEBERRY: Yes, sir.

MR. KUCHARSKI: |Is that what that is? Do
you al so have first |oad on, |ast |oad type of
information on that?

MR, DEBERRY: Yes. |It's frombeginning to
end. It's every -- we literally calculate it every six
m nutes, you know, is how we keep track of it.

MR. KUCHARSKI: You cal cul ate what every six
m nut es?

MR. DEBERRY: Well, | nean, that's what we -
- like a .1, .2. That's either six mnutes or 12
m nutes. Do you understand?

MR KUCHARSKI : | see. | see. O the hours

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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di schargi ng car go.

wrap be on there?

on the cargo --

crane novenents?

(202) 234-4433

MR.

MR.

VWhat el se is on that

MR.

MR
VR
MR

VR.
VR

2 3 3 3

2

DEBERRY

MR.  KUCHARSKI

DEBERRY

MR, KUCHARSKI

receipt?

DEBERRY:

KUCHARSKI

DEBERRY

KUCHARSKI

DEBERRY:

KUCHARSKI

DEBERRY

KUCHARSKI

DEBERRY

KUCHARSKI

DEBERRY:

14

That's how we keep track of

Got you. So, if | happened

at 10: 06, you put 10.1 or sonething |like that?

That's right.

Ckay. So that docunents.

It's basically just a genera

description of what naybe we were doing. Like, whether

it's a say, 10:00 to 10:06 unlashing. 10:06 to 10: 24

Perf ect. Per f ect .
10: 24 to 10: 36 | owering cargo.

Wul d shifting, putting on a

Yes.

Ckay. It's a RoLo, you rol

Ri ght .
So, putting the ranp on.
Yes, sir. Yes.

Wuld it also include any

Yes. There's one for the RoRo

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
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15

oper ati on.

MR, KUCHARSKI :  Um hum

MR. DEBERRY: And then there's one for each
crane operation.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Got you. Got you. Ckay.

And included in there would be the tinme when they take

br eaks?

MR. DEBERRY: Yes, sir.

MR. KUCHARSKI: Geat. Geat. So, we wll
ask for that. It's called the Receipt of Extra
Servi ce.

MR. DEBERRY: Yes, sir.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Receipt for Extra Service.
Al right. GCkay. Can you tell nme if thereis a
different nethod of -- either different nethod or
nunber of |ashings that are put on seasonal ly?

Do you have any seasons that you change over
and you put nore |lashings on or |ess |ashings?

MR. DEBERRY: W used to. Now we just --
they call it hurricane |ashing, we do it year around.
So no, there's not a seasonal anynore.

MR. KUCHARSKI: Ckay. And what is a typica
hurricane | ashing? O how do you divide them up what
to put on, you know, depending on the stow?

MR. DEBERRY: W -- | don't know if you're

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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famliar with the roll |ock box systenf

MR, KUCHARSKI: I'mintimately famliar,
yes.

MR. DEBERRY: Well, you are. You are
because you're a forner --

MR, KUCHARSKI: But you got to -- yes.

MR. DEBERRY: But, so do | need to --

MR. KUCHARSKI: Pl ease yes. For the record,
yes tell us.

MR. DEBERRY: On the RoRo trailers there is
a roll lock box that attaches to the fifth wheel of
each truck or each trailer container that was parked on
t he RoRo vessels.

MR. KUCHARSKI: Can | stop you for a second.
It goes to the fifth wheel of the truck? O does it go
to the kingpin of the trailer?

MR, DEBERRY: It goes to the kingpin. Yes,
sir.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Ckay. Thank you.

MR. DEBERRY: So, it locks to the kingpin.
That roll lock box has a | ocking mechani smthat | ocks
down to the deck of the vessel. The vessel has a
button on the deck of the vessel. This |locks to the
but t on.

It turns locks, then it's got a triangle

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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pi ece that screws down to tighten it. VWich we hand
tighten it then we beat it with a sl edge hammer to nake
sure it's |locked. Each one.

And then there's also four chains on each
trailer, two in the front, two in the back. W do that

year round.

if need be?
MR. DEBERRY: Wien requested. If it's

requested by the Chief Mate, we do extra.

that you nentioned four chains, the roll |ock box and
four chains?

DEBERRY: Yes, sir.

2 3%

DEBERRY: Yes.
MR KUCHARSKI: And two chains at the
forward end, two chains at the after end?

MR DEBERRY: Yes, sir.

are they attached to the trailer or the roll |ock?

MR DEBERRY: To the trailer

your experience noticed any difference with trailers

that are TOTE or do you have any -- did they have any

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR, KUCHARSKI: Do you put extra |lashings on

MR, KUCHARSKI: Are there any differences in

KUCHARSKI : That's consi dered hurri cane?

MR, KUCHARSKI: To the trailer. Have you in

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com
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that were SeaStar trailers? Do they have any of their
own trailers?

DEBERRY: | don't understand.
KUCHARSKI : The conpany SeaStar.

% 3

DEBERRY: Um hum

MR, KUCHARSKI : SeaStar Shi pping, do they
have any trailers that they own of their own?

MR DEBERRY: Yes.

MR, KUCHARSKI : They do. | nean, for
i nstance sone may be the old Sea Land. Sone nay be
Hori zon or Maersk. But they have their own trailers?

MR DEBERRY: Yes.

MR. KUCHARSKI: Are those trailers the --
and when we tal k about trailers, let's say the standard
40 foot over the road type trailer. Do they have any
differences in the secure points on the trailers
t hensel ves?

MR. DEBERRY: No, | don't think so.

MR. KUCHARSKI: Are they all into the
container, the box itself? O are they into the
chassi s?

MR, DEBERRY: They're into the trailer
itself.

MR. KUCHARSKI: Trailer itself.

MR. DEBERRY: Yes, sir.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR, KUCHARSKI: And they all have heavy duty
type arrangenent where you can go ahead and put those
in?

MR. DEBERRY: Yes, sir.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Put the lashing into?

MR. DEBERRY: Yes, sir.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Ckay. And again, you said
it's two fore and two aft. Does it matter if those
trailers are outboard or inboard as far as the | ashings
go?

MR. DEBERRY: It does matter. The actual
out boards are the ones that are supposed to get the
hurri cane | ashi ng.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Okay. And what is that?

MR. DEBERRY: And that's the ones up agai nst
the wings all the way down the vessel. That is 3D on
the third deck. The w ngs, 3C the w ngs.

MR. KUCHARSKI: And when you say w ngs, what
do you nean?

MR. DEBERRY: The ones al ongside the wall.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Al ongside the wall. Wuld
the wall be in the mddle of the ship?

MR, DEBERRY: It's on the port side and the
starboard side.

MR. KUCHARSKI: On the starboard side.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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Wul d they be outboard all the way up when you say
agai nst the wall, the bul kheads on the side of the
shi p?

MR. DEBERRY: The sides of the ship.

MR, KUCHARSKI: |Is that what you' re talking
about when you say w ngs?

MR. DEBERRY: Yes, sir.

MR. KUCHARSKI: Ckay. And is there --

MR. DEBERRY: And als -- sorry. Also, in
the thwart ship parked trailer, we do the sane, no
matter where it's at.

MR. KUCHARSKI: And thwart ship trailer?

MR. DEBERRY: Yes, sir.

MR. KUCHARSKI: Okay. And what is then the
hurricane | ashing that is done there?

MR DEBERRY: That is it. That's what we do

year round.

2

KUCHARSKI :  Where you just put four
chai ns on?

MR. DEBERRY: Yes, sir.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Do you put nore chains on?

MR. DEBERRY: |f requested.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Just if requested. But not
as a standard practice?

MR. DEBERRY: No, sir.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR, KUCHARSKI
and the roll |ock box --
MR DEBERRY
MR, KUCHARSKI
MR DEBERRY
MR, KUCHARSKI
side of the ship?

MR. DEBERRY:
MR, KUCHARSKI
t he center?

MR DEBERRY
still by the rol
back.

MR, KUCHARSKI
G eat .

MR. DEBERRY:
gets hurricane |ashing as well

MR, KUCHARSKI

MR DEBERRY

MR, KUCHARSKI

MR DEBERRY
down the third deck ranp,

MR, KUCHARSKI

MR. DEBERRY:

hurri cane | ashing would be two forward,

21

So you would put -- a

two aft chains

Locked i n.
Locked in.
Yes, sir.
And those would be on the
Yes, sir.

What about those that are in

Those are | ocked in as well

| ock boxes and two chai ns on the

Two chai ns on the back.

Three-A on the third deck al so
. The entire hold.

I'"'msorry, 3A hold?
Yes, sir.
Wiere is that?

is the --

It as soon as you go

that first hold

And why is that?

That's just what was requested

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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and we've always done it. Requested by tows and we' ve
al ways done it. O not tows, but the vessel crew

MR, SHEPHERD: May | clarify one point?
KUCHARSKI :  Onh, yes. Sure.
SHEPHERD: Al Shepherd, ABS.

2 33

DEBERRY: Yes, sir.

MR. SHEPHERD: You nentioned 3D a m nute
ago. Is it 3D and 3A that get hurricane | ashings go
up?

MR DEBERRY: No. | was saying 3D, 3C, 3B,
all the way out the w ngs.

MR. SHEPHERD: Ckay.

MR, DEBERRY: And anything thwart ship and
all of 3A
SHEPHERD: Good. Thank you.
DEBERRY: Yes, sir.

SHEPHERD: Thanks, M ke.

2 3 3 3

KUCHARSKI :  And just, let nme nmake sure |
got it right. The hurricane lashing is the addition of
two nore chains up forward, the front end.

MR. DEBERRY: Yes.

MR. KUCHARSKI: As opposed too before, a
standard | ashing would be just a roll | ock box on the
pin and two chai ns back aft?

MR DEBERRY: Yes, sir.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR, KUCHARSKI: Anybody el se have questions?
|"'msorry. Ckay.

MR, SHEPHERD: Coul d you just repeat what
you just said. Make sure | understand.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Could | repeat? Yes. The
di fference between a hurricane | ashing and a standard
lashing is that they nerely add two chains to the front
end of the box, into the box itself, not the roll --
into the trailer itself, not the roll |ock box.

MR. SHEPHERD: Um hum

MR. KUCHARSKI: And then fromthe trailer
they go to the deck

MR. DEBERRY: Yes, sir.

M5. SERRIDGE: | do have one question. You
said that --

MR. KUCHARSKI: Could you identify yourself?

M5. SERRIDGE: |'msorry, Mlissa Serridge,
TOTE Services. You said that the extra | ashings were
put on because it was requested. WAs that just this
trip? O in general, every tine that's you have to
request it?

MR. DEBERRY: Wth which one? Wich part?

M5. SERRIDGE: You said that the extra
| ashi ngs were done through 3 --

MR. DEBERRY: W do that every ship.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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peri od.

(202) 234-4433

was we would get a different Chief Mate on

MS. SERRIDGE: Every ship? &
MR. DEBERRY: Every ship year
M5. SERRIDGE: And that's now?
MR, DEBERRY: Yes.

MS. SERRI DGE:  Ckay.

MR. KUCHARSKI: And just to cl

And that's done regul ar practice n

MR DEBERRY: Yes, sir. Ther

di fferent ideas. You know, one wants it. One

want, it wants this.

We decided to do it year round

with it. So there's not a change.

MR STITH  Ckay.
MR DEBERRY: So it's six cha

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
Washington DC

24

ay.

round.

arify, that's

ow

eason for it

They have

doesn' t

and be done

cane | ashi ngs?

round.

if a rol

pically

to the

MR. KUCHARSKI: Wth the hurri

MR. DEBERRY: Yes, sir. Year

MR. STITH Kevin Stith from TOTE Servi ces.
Just into -- keep adding nore for this. But,
| ock box isn't on the button, how would you ty
 ash that?

MR. DEBERRY: [|f one's not on the button and
two nore chains are added as well, and they go
sun box.

ns on those

www.nealrgross.com
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trailers.
MR. STITH  Six chains. Ckay. Thank you.
MR, SHEPHERD:. Al Shepherd, Anerican BS.
Chris, while we're on this one. | understand you do

the exterior trailers, the hurricane | ashings, the one
next to the side shelf.

And then you al so nentioned about -- | just
want just this one clarification. You also nentioned
one about thwart ship that always gets the hurricane
| ashes.

So, can you explain that? The one at thwart
shi p?

MR. DEBERRY: Yes. The standard way to do
themis, you know, nost trailers get back in or pulled
straight in. And they're parallel with the ship. You
know, they're forward/aft.

MR. SHEPHERD: Ri ght.

MR. DEBERRY: There is positions |like a good
exanple is in 3C. The trailers instead of being

forward/aft, they're port/starboard.

2

SHEPHERD: Ri ght .
DEBERRY: They face that way, you know.
SHEPHERD: Right. Right.

DEBERRY: Across the ship.

2 3 3 3

SHEPHERD: Ri ght .

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR. DEBERRY: So those, no matter where
they're at, they get hurricane | ashing.

MR, SHEPHERD: Yes. So, any trailer that's
thwart ship versus fore and aft gets?

MR. DEBERRY: Yes, sir. Yes, sir.

MR. SHEPHERD: Okay. Thank you.

MR. DEBERRY: You're wel cone.

MR. KUCHARSKI: On your Receipt for Extra
Services, do you also -- does soneone from Portus | ook
at the draft marks on the ship before it sails?

MR. DEBERRY: No.

MR. KUCHARSKI: Is there a master |ist of
specific stow restrictions? Places you can't put
certain stows? You can't do certain size stows?

"' mnot tal king about dangerous cargo type
restrictions or hazardous cargo.

MR. DEBERRY: Um hum

MR, KUCHARSKI: |'mjust tal king about
restrictions, putting it in certain places on the shinp.

MR. DEBERRY: On our pre-stows, it basically
has the -- shows the size on there before we even ness
with it. W just do a nodel of it, you know Yes.

Actually, it just shows bl ock on there, so.

MR. KUCHARSKI : Li ke stow positions?

MR. DEBERRY: Yes. Stow positions with

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com




o o~ wWwN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

27

nunbers on each stow position

MR. KUCHARSKI: But is there any other sheet
or list of itens that you' re not supposed to do when
you're stowing in certain positions on the ship?

MR. DEBERRY: | don't understand.

MR, KUCHARSKI: |'mjust trying to think how
| can rephrase it. You don't have any nmaster |ist of
things that you'd -- stows let's say you wouldn't put a
certain stow next to a certain itemby the stow plan.

MR. DEBERRY: W have hazmat charts.
don't know if you're tal king about hazmat?

MR, KUCHARSKI :  No.

MR. DEBERRY: You're not?

MR. KUCHARSKI: No. Just things you
woul dn't want to put near a ventilation area. O you
need to | eave a certain anmount of space there. O you
may not want to put an aninmal trailer in a certain
pl ace.

You may want to --

MR. DEBERRY: We -- there are aninma
trailers that we get. But yes, stay out by the opening
where the ranp nounts for ventilation purposes.

And when we | oad one of those, we do | eave a
space enpty next to it for ventilation for that.

MR, KUCHARSKI: Are there -- okay, for

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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instance like that. Are -- is that on a |list of any
ones that you have which tell you not to do sonet hing,
or what to do --

MR, DEBERRY: No.

MR, KUCHARSKI: For special? D d you have
any di scussion, conversation with either the Master or
the Mate on this particul ar voyage?

MR. DEBERRY: No, sir.

MR, KUCHARSKI: And -- but you were there at
the offices while she was bei ng | oaded?

MR. DEBERRY: Yes, sir.

MR. KUCHARSKI: And you were just nanagi ng
| abor on that day?

MR, DEBERRY: Yes, | was.

MR. KUCHARSKI: And Butch Newkirk was the
one that did the pre- and -- pre-stow and final stow
process?

MR. DEBERRY: Yes.

MR I B \Vih the Coast
Quard. So, Butch Newkirk, is he also -- is his title
al so Vessel Superintendent? Are you both --

MR. DEBERRY: Yes, sir.

. I The sanme job?

DEBERRY: Um hum

. I And you're both on duty at the

3 %
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same tinme?

MR. DEBERRY: Yes, sir.

MR I You just alternate what your
i ndi vidual roles are?

MR. DEBERRY: Yes, sir.

MR. KUCHARSKI: So, this is M ke Kuchar ski
again. So, a follow on there. Another vessel, you may
be doing the pre-stow plans and the final stow plans,
and then Butch may be managi ng | abor?

MR. DEBERRY: Yes, sir. For the nost part
it's pretty set. Butch usually stows the vessels. And
| usually stow the barges. That's how we kind of
rotate it.

MR, KUCHARSKI: And then who handl es -- does
this Butch ever handle the | abor end that you talk
about ? Managi ng | abor?

MR. DEBERRY: Yes, sir.

MR. KUCHARSKI: So he does. Then do you
switch on that? You stow the barges and he handl es the
| abor for that?

MR. DEBERRY: Yes, sir.

MR. KUCHARSKI: (Okay. Clear. Questions for
t he group?

MR STITH Kevin Stith with TOTE Servi ces.

In stowi ng the vessel, especially with the second deck
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trailers, do you typically use leave |like a safety |ane
or something for access to safety equi pnent? Things

li ke that?

the trailers, you know, we don't get themtight up to
the wall. W make sure there's space left.

MR. STITH And does the nman on watch
usually notify the longshoreman if there's an issue?

MR. DEBERRY: Yes.

MR STITH Ckay. Thank you.

MR. DEBERRY: You're wel cone.

MR KUCHARSKI: And who would he -- who
woul d this -- Mke Kucharski. Wo of the |ongshorenen
woul d he notify, the man on watch?

MR. DEBERRY: The Ship Foreman.

case that was M. Calloway?

MR. DEBERRY: Yes, sir.

MR. SHEPHERD: Al Shepherd, ABS. Chris,
with regard to -- you know, the El Faro was in weekly
basically, right?

MR. DEBERRY: Yes, sir.

ship, the sane crew, pretty routinely, right?

MR. DEBERRY: Yes, sir.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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MR. DEBERRY: Yes, sir. Wen we're parking

MR. KUCHARSKI: The Ship Foreman. |In this

MR. SHEPHERD:. So you probably see the sane
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MR, SHEPHERD: What would -- so, you see the
sane people often. Do you have a rapport built up with
any of the crew nenbers? So you know sone of them by
name?

MR. DEBERRY: Yes, | do.

MR. SHEPHERD: Ckay. So at the tinme of
| oadi ng, you have various conversations, be they work
rel ated or sonetinmes just pleasant conversations about
a variety of things?

MR. DEBERRY: Sonetines, yes.

MR, SHEPHERD: Yes. Any of those persons
onboard you know -- or you have a -- you know
personally, |ike you naybe could go to get a beer or
sonet hi ng toget her?

MR. DEBERRY: No, sir.

MR. SHEPHERD: Ckay. Just tal king
situation. Wth that -- with regard to that, how woul d
you say was the deneanor of the crew on the El Faro on
that date? On the date of |oading?

MR. DEBERRY: Every -- they all seened fine

tone. | nean, | don't
MR. SHEPHERD: Yes. Nothing out --
MR. DEBERRY: No red flags. No, sir.
MR. SHEPHERD: Right. Nothing out of the

ordinary w se?
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MR. DEBERRY: No, sir.

MR SHEPHERD: No one was --- no one nade
any concern, or voiced any concerns of anything towards
ship operations or --

MR. DEBERRY: No, sir.

MR. SHEPHERD: Ckay. What were the dates
you worked -- was it -- what were the days you were
| oad? Was it just one day?

MR. DEBERRY: Yes, sir. Just about Tuesday.

MR. SHEPHERD: Okay. Thank you.

MR. KUCHARSKI: Well, et ne foll ow on that
guestion. You said you didn't talk to the Master that
day.

MR. DEBERRY: No, | didn't.

MR. KUCHARSKI: You didn't talk to the Mate
t hat day?

MR. DEBERRY: No.

MR. KUCHARSKI: So who el se woul d you
normally talk to then?

MR. DEBERRY: | didn't -- | nean, if we're
getting an order from sonebody, it comes fromthe Chief
Mate or the Captain.

MR, KUCHARSKI : Ckay.

MR. SHEPHERD: Thank you.

MR, KUCHARSKI : Thank you.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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VR. DEBERRY: You're wel cone.

MR. KUCHARSKI : Any ot her questions?

(No response.)

MR, KUCHARSKI: GCkay. [|'ll stop the
interview [It's 1353 on the 12th. Thank you very much
for your tine. | appreciate it.

MR. DEBERRY: Yes, sir. You're wel cone.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled nmatter went

off the record at 1:53 p.m)
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CERTIFTICATE

MATTER: g1 Faro Incident
Accident No. DCA16MMOO01
Interview of Chris Deberry
Jacksonville, Florida

DATE: 10-12-15

I hereby certify that the attached transcription of
page 1 to 40 inclusive are to the best of my
professional ability a true, accurate, and complete
record of the above referenced proceedings as
contained on the provided audio recording; further
that I am neither counsel for, nor related to, nor
employed by any of the parties to this action in
which this proceeding has taken place; and further
that I am not financially nor otherwise interested

in the outcome of the action.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




NTSB RESPONSE (in bold blue) to TABLE OF CORRECTIONS TO
TRANSCRIPT OF INTERVIEW FOR

CHRIS DEBERRY

TAKEN ON

OCTOBER 12.2015

PAGE LINE [CURRENT WORDING [SUGGESTED CORRECTED NTSB RESPONSE
NUMBER | NUMBER WORDING

14 16 wrap ramp AGREE

14 18 Rolo RoRo Do not agree. Transcript is
correct as Is.

16 1,11,21 Joll lock box roloc box AGREE

17 12 roll lock box roloc box AGREE

17 21 roll lock roloc AGREE

20 10,12 thwart ship athwartship Do not agree. Transcript is
correct as Is.

21 3 roll lock box roloc box AGREE

21 13 roll lock boxes roloc boxes AGREE

22 1,2 tows Tote AGREE

22 23 roll lock box roloc box AGREE

23 9 roll lock box roloc box AGREE

24 18,19 Jroll lock box roloc box AGREE

25 9,11 thwart ship athwartship Do not agree. Transcript is
correct as is

26 4 thwart ship athwartship AGREE

If, to the best of your knowledge, no corrections are needed kindly circle the statement "no corrections
needed" and initial in the space provided.
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